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What Went Wrong? part 2:  Revelation Revealed 
 
I am going to give you a controversial interpretation of the book of Revelation.  The 
miss-interpretation of the book of Revelation is a major reason why prophecies and 
prophets have gotten the end-times wrong for the last 70 years. 
 
It must be obvious now to all that Joe Biden is the new president of America and 
therefore there was no last minute miracle from heaven to fulfil the prophecies of a 
Donald Trump second term.  My analysis to so far is that such an enormous and 
public prophetic failure is cause for all of us in the charismatic evangelical movement 
to prayerfully ask ourselves “What went wrong?  What other certain prophetic 
pronouncements could we be getting wrong? 
 
Imagine a year ago in January of 2020 when the American economy was booming 
with the lowest unemployment rate, a successful Trump presidency a foregone 
electoral victory in November 2020; imagine if a prophet had stood up and said “Thus 
sayeth the Lord:  Donald  Trump will not be re-elected, the Republican party will lose 
the Presidency, the Congress, the Senate, a world wide pandemic is upon us, the 
economy will collapse with mass unemployment and implode, the churches will be 
shuttered….”  Tell me will such a prophet and prophecy get any airtime on Christian 
TV, will any pulpit be open to such a prophet? Would anyone believe it?  
 
This was the problem with Jeremiah when he prophesied….”It’s finished with 
Jerusalem and the Temple….”  There were hundreds of prophets who said the 
opposite. Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed. 
 
This was Jesus to the Sanhedrin and to the people of His day…’It’s finished with 
Jerusalem, the Temple and God’s covenant with the Jews, God has taken the 
Kingdom away from you and given to another”.  They did not believe Him.  That is 
why a million Jews died in 70 AD in the destruction of Jerusalem by Roman armies. 
 
Paul tried to warn the churches of Asia in Galatians 4  “Jerusalem and the Jews are as 
Hagar and Ishmael….cast them out.  God is bringing Sarah and Isaac, a New 
Jerusalem and a new Israel.”  The churches of Asia rejected his Gospel.  2 Tim. 1:15 
“All the churches of Asia have left me…” 
 
The Jewish historian Josephus who was there in 70 AD outside the walls of Jerusalem 
on the Roman side pleading with his Jewish countrymen to surrender.  After the great 
holocaust of 70 AD he wrote his famous “Wars of the Jews”.  I have a copy of his 
amazing story in that book.  He tried to explain how in the world could such madness 
have overtaken his people to rise up against Rome. I have his answer underlined in 
my copy.  He said “Numerous false prophets deluded the people at this time.  They 
were hired by the tyrants to urge the people to wait for help from God and so keep 



them from deserting….but what most incited the Jews to war was an ambiguous 
oracle which predicted that someone from their country would become ruler of the 
world.” 
 
Which is why Jesus warned His disciples “let no man deceive you for many will come 
in my name saying I am the Messiah and shall deceive many…”  The many who went 
out causing deception were the emissaries of the Jerusalem church headed up by the 
younger brother of Jesus, James who was not an apostle, telling the churches the 
Messiah, the son of David is coming back soon to re-establish the Jewish kingdom 
and from there rule the world and He will destroy the enemies of Israel with the 
armies of heaven.  And by the way John tells us in his gospel 7:5 the brothers of Jesus 
did not believe in Him.  They only believed after the resurrection so James was not 
around to hear all the teaching of Jesus on the coming destruction of Jerusalem. 
 
Which brings us to the book of Revelation written to these deceived believers in the 
churches of Asia to warn them of things which “shortly must come to pass”. This is 
how I want to tie the false prophecies about Donald Trump into the deception in the 
New Testament church.  I propose the revelation given to John on Patmos was 
designed by Jesus to warn the churches of Asia that the prophecies coming out of 
Jerusalem are false, there is something entirely different about to happen in the world. 
 
The failed prophecies of the evangelical charismatic prophets of today are directly 
tied into the failed prophetic vision of the Jerusalem church.  The deception of the 
Jerusalem church under the leadership of James was this:  God is now going to restore 
the throne of David and the kingdom of Israel through the coming of the Messiah 
Jesus Christ, and He will rule from Jerusalem  where He will destroy the enemies of 
Israel (Rome) and all nations will come to Jerusalem to be blessed. And if you want to 
be part of this coming kingdom you need to become a Jew through circumcision. 
 
The Trump prophecy package deal is this:  Trump was raised up by God to “drain the 
swamp” of political corruption and make America great again and Trump was raised 
by God as another Cyrus to bless Israel, protect Israel because the nation of Israel is 
called by God to bring in the kingdom of God when Jesus returns from heaven to set 
up His throne on earth in Jerusalem. 
 
If you read the book of Revelation as if written somewhere between 64 AD and 68 
AD when the Nero persecution started and when Nero died in 68 AD and you realize 
what the deception Paul was fighting in the church and you look back in history to the 
destruction of Jerusalem then you can begin to see very easily what the real message 
of Revelation is….and how it applies to today’s deception in the church. 
 
So let’s take a quick overview of the message of the Revelation to John.  I am not 
obviously going into the many details here only going to give you the main highlights 
and identify for you the characters and the message and then you can follow up with 
your own research if you wish. 
 
The quick overview message of the book is straightforward: 
It is summarized in three sevens… 
 
We are introduced to a seven sealed book written on both sides and which no man can 



open but only the Lamb of God is worthy to open.  This is a continuation from the 
prophecies of Daniel. The scroll is the New Covenant of God. The prediction of 
Daniel 7 that there is coming a change of government on earth with the saints of God 
taking dominion is now to happen.  The New Covenant is also a New Testament, 
someone died and left an inheritance.  Christ both died and rose from the dead to 
inherit the New Testament. Psalm 2 and Hebrews 1 tells us that He is to inherit all the 
nations and all the earth. 
 
This transfer of power and authority from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant 
gives meaning to the images that you see in the book and the prophecies.  The old 
Israel is cut off, there is to be a new Israel of God which will be composed of people 
from all nations and races.  The old Jerusalem is finished there is now a New 
Jerusalem.  There used to be a marriage between Yahweh and His people Israel and 
Judah but both turned into harlots, the one He divorced (Israel) and sold off to Assyria 
and the other Judah Jerusalem also a harlot He died to get out of that marriage and so 
that He can get a new bride, His Church, the New Jerusalem.  Whereas the old Israel 
was called to be a nation of kings and priests to bless the nations, they failed in this so 
He has raised up His new Bride to be co-heir with Him to bless the nations and to 
inherit the earth.  Therefore the New Jerusalem will heal the nations. 
 
That is the gospel of the New Covenant.  The seven trumpets are the proclamation of 
that message to old Israel to announce the coming destruction of old Jerusalem the 
harlot.  The seven vials are the execution of that proclamation of judgement. 
 
Therefore any message coming out from James and the elders of Jerusalem that we 
can finally please Yahweh God of Israel to restore the kingdom to the Jews and Israel 
by keeping the law or converting Gentiles into Jews and thereby hasten the coming of 
the Messiah is a false hope.  It is finished.  And any prophecy coming out of the 
church that implies that God is going to raise up a politician and a political party as 
His mechanism for healing the nation apart from His New Jerusalem, Bride Church 
who is called an equipped to heal the nations is false prophecy. And any prophecy that 
implies that Jesus is coming back to an earthly Jerusalem to revive a Jewish kingdom 
from which to rule the nations is false prophecy. 
 
That is my reading of Revelation.  Let’s see if I can give you some clues from 
scripture to support that thesis. 
 

The Person of Revelation 
It is the revelation of Jesus Christ who He is and what He is going to do in the 
heavens and on the earth. John says he is in the spirit and hears a voice and sees Jesus 
but so terrible and powerful was this new vision of a Jesus he had never seen before 
that he fell as dead on the ground.  This was not John’s fishing buddy.  This was not 
even the God/Man on the mount of Transfiguration.  This was God Himself.  This 
was the “I Am” of the burning bush, this was the “Alpha and Omega” the creator of 
all.  And this was the real problem with the Jerusalem church….they still had a vision 
of human Jesus, older brother of James coming back to a throne in Jerusalem working 
on tax policy and sewage works and water problems in Jerusalem etc.  John had a 
message right at the start….He is God and He reigns supreme over all creation from 
His throne in heaven. 
 



The next thing that strikes you about John’s opening remarks in chapter 1 is the time 
element and to whom it was written.  Verses 1, 7 says these things written here are 
“shortly going to come to pass.” “the time is near”. At the end of the book 22;10 
“don’t seal the prophecy of the book because the time is at hand”.  Verse 7 “behold he 
comes in the clouds and every eye will see him and that includes those who pierced 
him”.  And to emphasize this coming of the Lord Jesus ends the book of prophecy by 
stating Rev. 22:12 “Behold I come quickly”.  That was said 2000 years ago!  Did He 
come quickly? Yes He did…and that is what the rest off the book is about…what He 
was about to do to end the Old Covenant and launch the New Covenant.  And that 
meant enormous judgment on the old and great persecution to launch the new. 
 
Now keep in mind that all this was to take place soon so the timing of when and to 
whom and who the actors are in this unfolding drama are important.  We have a 
dramatic clue as to one of the “who’s and what time” when in Rev 13 we read of a 
Beast whose number is 666.  The readers of Asia knew exactly who that was….the 
name of Nero Caesar in Hebrew totalled up to 666 and of course John as a prisoner of 
Rome could not mention the emperor by name. 
 
The Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in Revelation 
 
When Jesus said He was coming very soon this referred to His coming to destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple.    
 
Revelation 11:1, 2, seems clearly to draw upon Jesus’ statement from the Olivet 
Discourse. In Luke 21:5-7, the disciples specifically point to the Temple to inquire of 
its future; in Revelation 11:1 John specifically speaks of the Temple of God. In Luke 
21:6 Jesus tells His disciples that the Temple will soon be destroyed stone by stone. A 
comparison of Luke 21:24 and Revelation 11:2 shows that the source of Revelation’s 
statement is Christ’s word in Luke 21.24 “Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”  
Revelation 11:2b: 
The temple “it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under 
foot for forty and two months.”  
The two passages speak of the same unique event and even employ virtually identical 
terms. According to Revelation 11:2 Jerusalem and the Temple were to be under 
assault for a period of forty-two months. We know from history that the Jewish War 
with Rome was formally engaged in Spring, A.D. 67, and was won with the collapse 
of the Temple in August, A.D. 70. This is a period of forty-two months, which fits the 
precise measurement of John’s prophecy. 
Another remarkable fulfillment of historical prophecy is that 5 months before the fall 
of Jerusalem the city went absolutely crazy with hunger, famine disease and internal 
slaughter more than the Romans killed. The Zealots burned all the food in the city to 
push the inhabitants to go out and fight the Romans.  This was literally the opening of 
the gates of hell as describes in Rev. 9 the bottomless pit opening and for 5 months 
there is to be great demonic slaughter. 
 
But also in chapter is the enigmatic reference to two witnesses that will prophecy for 
1260 days or 42 months.  Reference is made to the two olive trees and the two 
candlesticks of Zachariah 4:3. Then they will be killed in Jerusalem and after 3 days 
they are resurrected.  Here is the interpretation.  Before God can judicially perform an 



act of judgment on Jerusalem He will first make a last appeal which if rejected He 
will have two witnesses to testify in the court of heaven.  Here is your assignment. 
Jesus declared in John 5 who or what His witnesses are that will condemn Jerusalem 
after 42 months of ministry and after lying 3 days in the grave and then resurrecting to 
heaven to testify against Jerusalem so that judgment can begin. 
 
Jerusalem the Great Harlot that Rides the Beast 
 
Israel as the Wife of God.  
We must remember that in the Old Testament Israel was graciously taken by God to 
be His covenantal wife. Oftentimes the prophets mention the covenantal marriage 
relation between God and Israel. 
Jeremiah 3:14: “Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto 
you.” 
Isaiah 1:2: “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.” Isaiah 
laments: “How is the faithful city become an harlot!” (Isa. 1:21a). 
 
Who is the harlot identified in Revelation 17? 
So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on 
a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns.... And on herforehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH (Rev. 17:3, 5). 
Some have thought that the harlot is representative of the city of Rome because she is 
here seen resting upon the seven hills and she is called “Babylon.” But since the Beast 
itself is representative of Rome, it would seem redundant to have the woman 
representing the same. . I am convinced beyond any doubt that this harlot is 
Jerusalem. 
First, in Revelation 14:8 “Babylon” is called “the great city.” The first mention of “the 
great city” in Revelation 11:8, indisputably points to Jerusalem. There we read that it 
is the place “where also our Lord was crucified” (cp. Luke 9:31; 13:33-34; 18:31; 
24:18-20).  . She is even called “the great city” elsewhere in Scripture: “People from 
many nations will pass by this city and will ask one another, ‘Why has the LORD 
done such a thing to this great city?’“ (Jer. 22:8).  
 
Second, the Babylonian harlot is filled with the blood of the saints, according to 
Revelation 16:6; 17:6; 18:21, 24. For instance, Revelation 18:24 reads: “And in her 
was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.” 
Of course, with the outbreak of the Neronic persecution, which had just gotten under 
way, Rome was stained with the blood of the saints. Yet Rome had only recently 
entered the persecuting ranks of God’s enemies. Throughout Acts Jerusalem is 
portrayed as the persecutor and Rome as the protector of Christianity. Furthermore, 
Rome was not guilty of killing any of the Old Testament prophets, as was 
Jerusalem. Before his stoning, Stephen rebukes Jerusalem: “Which of the prophets 
have not your fathers persecuted? And they have slain them who showed before of 
the coming of the Just One, of whom ye have been now the betrayers and 
murderers” (Acts 7:51-52). 
 Jesus reproaches Jerusalem. Matthew 23:34-35 reads: 



“Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will 
kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute 
from city to city, that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the 
altar.” 
 
So the Harlot is Jerusalem and the beast is Rome on which she rides,  The angel tells 
John this.  He speaks of 7 kings.  Five have fallen one is and one will come only for a 
little while.  This is easy to interpret.  The five Caesars that were dead were Julius, 
Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius. The one now is Nero.  The one who came 
after Nero for only a short while was Galba who ruled only for 6 months. 
 
Now chapter 17 has important information.  Verse 14 says the Beast and the Harlot 
will make war against the Lamb.  This was the great persecution of the Christians first 
by the Harlot Jerusalem persecuting the early church but then Rome joined in 64 AD 
under Nero.  But then in verse 16 something strange happens!  “The beast will turn on 
the Harlot and rend her to pieces” and make her desolate and burn her with fire. 
 
This was fulfilled from 67 AD to 70 AD when Jerusalem declared war on Rome and 
as Jesus predicted of the whore city Jerusalem “you will be left desolate”.  In chapter 
18 you have a continuation of the destruction of Babylon the Great (Jerusalem) and in 
case you thought it was any other city, the chapter concludes in verse 24 “For in her 
was found the blood of the prophets and of the saints….” 
 
God calls His people “Come out of her my people….” And as the church escapes 
from the destruction of Jerusalem and the Old Covenant in chapter 19 you have the 
rejoicing in heaven that the Kingdom is come and the Bride is ready and the nations 
are to be blessed. 
 
In chapter 20 the Lord tells His new bride I am going to build my church and He 
warns them that this building of the New Jerusalem His bride is going to be a 
“thousand year” journey into the future. This is not a literal “one thousand years” 
because the original Greek “thousand” is “Chilio” plural meaning thousands of years. 
But at the end comes chapters 21 and 22…the New Jerusalem the Bride of Christ the 
Tabernacle of God to manifest the presence of God on earth with the result that God 
will use His bride to heal the nations and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into the city. 
 
Now there is lots more of fine detail I can give you as to the 144,000 or the stones 
coming down on the city of Jerusalem as a fulfillment of Roman siege engines 
reigning stones which is what the Bible describes as the punishment of a harlot 
wife…stoning. Or I can relate how Josephus and Tacitus describe the incredible sight 
in the clouds above Jerusalem before the final assault there appeared horses and 
chariots and an army in the clouds…..as a literal fulfillment of Jesus coming in the 
clouds to make war on Jerusalem which is why He said I am coming back soon….not 
to rapture the church bit wreck judgment on Jerusalem.  And much more. 
 
Here is the point of the book of Revelation.  Right at the start in His message to the 
churches He says ‘I know those who call themselves Jews but are not, but are the 



synagogue of Satan…”  Jesus knew of the deception of who is and who is not a real 
Jew according to what Paul described…”he is not a Jew who is one outwardly but 
who is one inwardly in his heart”. Your race does not get you into the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Jesus did return quickly after John wrote his letter. He did not come back to restore 
the kingdom to the Jews.  He did not come back to set up a throne and kingdom in 
Jerusalem.  He came back to destroy Jerusalem.  Paul tried to warn the Romans 
“Israel has been cut off, but you Gentiles have been grafted in through faith”.  Paul 
tried to warn the Galatians, “you have been deceived Jerusalem will be cast out” (Gal 
4). 
 
The message of Revelation is first of all a revelation of who Jesus is and what He is 
doing.  He is God, the same God who made the original covenant with Israel to be His 
wife through which he would bless the nations.  Then she committed whoredoms and 
rejected Him and he divorced her and established a New Covenant with “whosever 
will” wants to be part of His Kingdom, wants to be His new bride, His new Israel, 
who wants to be His new Temple, who wants to be His New Jerusalem. 
 
There is no prophetic future for earthly Israel, Jerusalem or the Jews in a separate 
covenant based on race.  There is only one New Covenant and they can be part of it if 
they will have faith in Christ like all the rest of mankind.  Then they will be grafted in. 
 
If you want to pray ‘Lord heal our land” then forget about looking to a political party 
or a politician.  God’s mechanism for healing the nations of the earth is His church, 
the New Jerusalem.  There is no 1000 year Jewish kingdom coming.  If that is what 
Jesus wants to do then why did He not do it after  His resurrection when He was on 
earth for 40 days teaching on the Kingdom.  Why not just march right into Jerusalem 
with an army of resurrected saints and angels and shock the High Priest and those 
who killed him and kick out the Romans and be hailed as Messiah from all of Israel. 
Certainly the thousands of Jews who had become believers in the Jerusalem church 
with James at their head and who were all “zealous for the law”, they were all ready 
for the kind of Jewish kingdom preached in today’s “end times” preaching. 
 
The open failure of the charismatic prophets in America is a warning sign from the 
Lord to all of us!  You can be sincerely wrong and prophesy  from deception 
sincerely. The interpretation I have given to you in quick outline of the message of 
Revelation is not believed by any of my fellow Charismatic evangelical preachers that 
I know of.  I am not a prophet.  I read the scripture and I study history and this is what 
I see.  I also see that if we want to turn South Africa around and disciple this nation 
into the Kingdom of God and fulfill our national destiny to be an ‘ensign to the 
nations” then we need to get out of the dead end of Dispensational End Times.  We 
need to plan for the long term future. We need to actually have God’s plans for our 
country and our economy and stop relying on the American church for our prophetic 
direction. 
 
 
  


